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udith Larson’s career blossomed at 12 years old, 
when she drafted and designed her own customized 
tree house. Judith’s father was an engineer, and he 
had patiently taught her how to draw and draft proj-
ects. Years later she graduated from Smith College 
in Northampton, MA, where she’d immersed herself 

in period architecture from the mid-1800s to the present. Her 
sincere appreciation for architectural history combined with the 
valuable education she received from her father and her natural 
eye for design helped Judith grow her business as an architectural 
designer with Gardiner & Larson Homes. Judith shares with us a 
classic, less-imitated style that she designed, a delicate Folk Vic-
torian house in Greenwich, CT. 

The Folk Victorian style spread from the late 1800s to the early 
1900s. It is characterized by symmetrical shapes, attractive style 
accompanied by simplicity, typically two stories, and a porch. The 
basic design is adorned with gables facing the front of the home, 
fine ornate trim, uncomplicated door or window crowns, porch 
spindles and fretwork. Folk Victorian homes were built by afflu-
ent families during its popularity. Thanks to the development of 
railroad transportation and increased access to building materi-
als, builders could import supplies from farther away as well as 
utilize local materials. 

“Since COVID, I am noticing a trend back to more detail, and 
a desire for more charm and historic-like character of more tra-
ditional homes,” Judith observes. This cheerful, inviting yellow 
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Folk Victorian-style home has a symmetrical façade with an 
added wing, a front porch with curved brackets, exaggerated 
window pediments with brackets, and bracketed eaves and sof-
fits. This home was a completely new build by Gardiner and 
Larson Homes, yet the results are timelessly elegant.

Where does Judith find inspiration when drawing up a classi-
cally styled home?  “One of my go-to books on historic archi-
tecture is A Field Guide to American Houses, by Virginia Savage 
McAlester,” she says. “This house is based on what McAlester 
describes as Folk Victorian—circa 1870–1910—a simplified 
version of a Queen Anne style, and based upon a symmetri-
cal Georgian Colonial style with an added front porch, gable 
and eave brackets, playful window pediments and other Vic-
torian details. I love that these Victorian-era designers and 
architects felt the design freedom to experiment with detail 
that was less Georgian or Palladian classic and more play-
ful. If done with care and a bit of restraint, these details on 
a well-proportioned house add character and charm. For me, 
the nostalgic and historic feeling of these homes is lovely and 
heartwarming.”

How has Judith seen these classic home styles, such as the 
Folk Victorian, evolve over the years? “There are many mod-
ern-leaning homes I am designing lately that reference the 

massing of a former style, such as a Colonial or Shingle style, 
but have even less ornamentation.”

Judith says she sincerely enjoys creating beautiful homes for 
her clients. “I feel extremely blessed to have been able to turn 
what was originally more or less a hobby into a career,” she 
says. “I’ve always had a passion for home design of all styles. 
I still draw my plans primarily by hand, and have a wonder-
ful team of designers and architects with whom I work on 
projects ranging from small additions and renovations to very 
large, high-end homes.” Welcoming project challenges of all 
sizes, her team delivers design excellence for each unique cli-
ent. 

Resource:

Judith Larson & Associates/Gardiner & Larson Homes
Judith Larson, Architectural Designer
97 Dan’s Highway 
New Canaan, CT 06840
203.972.1409
gardinerlarsonhomes.com

Photographer: Nancy Elizabeth Hill
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