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In most traditional architecture, which is still favored for residences, the fenestration of a house is particularly important.
The placement of windows creates a rhythm that can feel harmonious or awkward. Windows that are too large in relation to
the surrounding siding look silly, and if they are too small they
look cheap and don’t allow enough natural light into a house.
Of course, fenestration is also related to architectural style or The spacing needs to be symmetrical off a center line, and not
vernacular. Homes built before the days of central heating and too close or too far apart.
the technology to produce large sections of plate glass tended
to have smaller multi-paned windows. When glassmaking was Although the principle of the Golden Section (the ratio of
improved (late 1800s, Victorian, Shingle Style, etc.), there was 1:1.68, or phi) seems to “explain” much about what we hua trend toward larger windows, often grouped, with some sashes man beings perceive as beautiful—be it faces, flowers or buildwith no muntins (dividing bars), or two-over-two lite windows. ings—it is difficult to say exactly what makes the fenestration
As glass technology and heating and cooling improved, modern of a building beautiful. As with so much about good design, it
architecture with fenestration that is mostly—if not all—glass just is.
became popular, especially for commercial buildings.
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enestration relates intimately with symmetry, balance, proportion and scale. Most important to me is
the natural light that windows invite into a building,
along with the views out from the various rooms and
hallways. Light is so important to the human spirit.
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